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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished members of the delegation of Maldives for their national report and today’s presentation.

Italy welcomes the abolishment of the death penalty and corporal punishment for minors and commends Maldives for the progress achieved so far in ensuring the impartiality and independence of the judiciary. 
Madam President,

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Maldives the following recommendations:

· Introduce a de iure moratorium on capital executions with a view to fully abolish the death penalty, and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

· Remove legal provisions that restrict the right to freedom of religion or belief, guarantee the right to manifest one's religion or belief and combat discrimination and intolerance against persons belonging to religious minorities;

· Fully eradicate harmful practices against women and girls, including female genital mutilation, and various forms of child exploitation;

· Ensure full protection of the rights of LGBTI persons without discrimination. 

We wish Maldives a successful review.

I thank you.  
