Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished members of the delegation of Bulgaria for their national report and today’s presentation.
Italy appreciates Bulgaria’s commitment in the implementation of the National Plan for the integration of the Roma community and the development of measures meant to promote social inclusion and sustainable integration of minorities through an integrated approach.

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Bulgaria the following recommendations:

· Take appropriate measures to combat discrimination and violence against women and girls, including domestic violence, and ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence;
· Strengthen the efforts to prevent any form of discrimination against persons belonging to minorities or vulnerable groups; 

· Ensure full and effective freedom of the media and protection of journalists and media operators. 

We wish Bulgaria a successful review.

I thank you.  
