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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished delegation of Belarus for their presentation and commitment to the UPR.

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Belarus the following recommendations:

· Consider introducing a moratorium on executions with a view to fully abolishing the death penalty and signing the Second Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

· Immediately cease brutal repressions against peaceful demonstrators, unconditionally release all political prisoners and engage in a meaningful and inclusive national dialogue; 

· Allow for the conduct of credible, transparent, independent and impartial investigations into human rights violations and abuses committed in the run-up, during and after the 2020 presidential elections;

· Enhance efforts to guarantee freedom of expression and association, as well protection of the media, journalists and human rights defenders;

· Ratify the Istanbul Convention and criminalize domestic violence. 

We wish Belarus a successful review.

I thank you.  
