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Statement by H.E. Archbishop Ivan Jurkovič 
Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations and

Other International Organizations in Geneva

36th Session of the Universal Periodic Review 

Maldives
Geneva, 4 November 2020
Madame President, 


The Holy See welcomes the Delegation of Maldives on the occasion of the presentation of its third National Report to the Universal Periodic Review. 


My Delegation recognizes the progress that Maldives has made since the last Report  to combat corruption and impunity – especially by strengthening the judiciary system – and we encourage civil authorities to continue to implement these and similar measures in an effective and lasting fashion.

The Holy See would like to make the following recommendations:
1. To adopt and implement substantial and impartial measures to prosecute perpetrators of violent fundamentalism.
2. To ensure freedom of expression, religion and belief to all religious minorities, providing them access to legal protection and redress.
3. To strengthen already existing legislation aimed at reducing human trafficking and sexual tourism, providing particular protection for children and migrants.
4. To guarantee and promote workers’ freedom of association and to eradicate all forms of forced or compulsory labor.
5. To consider extending the moratorium on the application of the death penalty, in view of its permanent abolition.

Thank you, Madame President.
