SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED
SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

[bookmark: _GoBack]U.S. Statement at the Universal Periodic Review of Bulgaria,
36th Session, November 5, 2020

The United States recommends that Bulgaria:

1. Enact reforms to promote the independence of the judiciary and to eliminate corruption in the judicial system.  

2. Promote equal rights and protections for women and members of minority groups, especially Roma, by revising domestic violence legislation and eliminating discrimination in education and employment.

3. Promote freedom of expression and media independence by requiring media ownership and transparency.


Corruption and interference in the judicial process undermines confidence in the rule of law.  We encourage Bulgaria to continue efforts to reform its judicial system.  We note Bulgaria’s efforts to improve educational opportunities for Roma, but the government must do more to combat discrimination in society and the workforce.  Media independence is at risk due to corporate influence and political pressure, financial dependence on state advertising, and an increasing, nontransparent concentration of media ownership and distribution networks.  
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