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PERMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL

GENEVA

UPR 36 – Belarus
2 November 2020
Statement by Portugal

Speaking time – 1’10’’

Madam President,

Portugal welcomes the delegation of Belarus and notes the launching of the first National Action Plan on Human Rights for 2016-2019. 

Portugal recommends that Belarus:

1. Establish a de facto moratorium on the death penalty as a first step towards its abolition and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, as previously recommended;

2. Define “torture” in its Criminal Code as a specific crime in accordance with CAT and investigate all allegations of widespread practices of torture, ill-treatment and the use of disproportionate force against peaceful protesters, particularly in the aftermath of the 2020 elections;
3. Amend its Law on Mass Media, putting an end to arbitrary arrests and criminal prosecution in relation to mass media and freedom of speech, as well as ensuring civil society’s and human rights defenders’ freedoms of expression, assembly and association;
4. Adopt effective legislation criminalizing violence against women, namely domestic and sexual violence;
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