Madam President, Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

today’s review showsthat the Republic of Croatia in many cases has developed effective response to various human rights challenges across different fields.

Recommendations that we have received today, will guide us further in our activities with the aim of strengthening  existing levels of promotion and protection of human rights in our country. 
Although, in our view, much still remains to be done – let us stay optimistic!

We thank you for your recommendations that we will consider carefully - and of course, we will come back to you with our comments at the Council’s next session.   

We would like once more to send the message, especially to our neighboring countries – that we are open, concrete and decisive to resolve all painful questions that derive from the Homeland War. The only thing we need and we are calling for is CO-OPERATION. We hope that we are vocal enough! 
Madam President,

I would like to answer a couple of questions deriving from the discussion, especially in relation to our open international commitments: 
· Regarding the ICPPED  (the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance)  we are considering the possibility of its ratification. However, we would like to inform you that significant part of the Convention’s content has been regulated by our domestic law.
· In relation to the accession to the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR – (International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) the responsible ministry, in accordance with the annual plan for next year, will prepare a legal analysis and an impact assessment as a base for making a final decision together with all relevant bodies. This year, our priority is preparation and finalisation of the Second Report on the ICESCR.
· We are still not considering the accession to the ICRMW (the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families).
· In addition, allow me to add that Croatia is an active member of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). In our practice, we use all IHRA developed tools with the aim of raising the quality of Holocaust education and teaching young people about the causes and consequences of the Holocaust. One of those important tools is the Working Definition of Antisemitism which is published in Croatia on the webpages of the Ministry of Science and Education and the Education and Teacher Training Agency and is being applied in educational institutions.
· Learning about the Holocaust is an integral part of Croatian school curriculum. We were the first IHRA country that has translated IHRA's Recommendations on teaching and learning about the Holocaust. 
Furthermore, due to expressed interest on the national mechanism or process responsible for coordinating the implementation of UPR and other recommendations by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies and the Special Procedures, allow me to inform you and share experience about our model: 

The responsibility for implementation of the international commitments rests with the Government and its entire system: ministries, government offices and agencies.  

Generally, in accordance with its jurisdiction and competence provided by law, the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs is a government body responsible for relations between the international and regional human rights mechanisms and state administration.

Even though we have not established a national mechanism in Croatia as a formal and permanent government structure for engagement with international and regional human rights mechanisms, we can say that the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs operates in that regard. Namely, in accordance with concrete Government decisions, the Ministry was appointed as a main coordinator for reporting to human rights mechanisms, while the other ministries were mandated for preparation of the national reports in accordance with their specific jurisdiction. 

In this role, the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs coordinates all national reports as well as responses to communications in the area of human rights and organizes the visits of independent human rights experts and mechanisms to Croatia, including regional mechanisms. In the case of the UPR, the Ministry is directly involved in preparation and drafting of  the UPR reports, based on different contributions by all relevant stakeholders and informs general public on the UPR reports and issued recommendations.
Monitoring of the implementation of recommendations of the international and regional human rights mechanisms has been indirectly ensured through the implementation of a number of national plans and strategies in the specific areas of the promotion and protection of human rights – children, persons with disabilities, gender violence, torture, trafficking in persons and so on.
Finally, I would like to inform you that a new National Action Plan for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights is in the process of preparation and that we will continue with our tradition to include the international recommendations in its content. 
Madam President,

I would like to thank all delegations that have participated in today's session. If I may observe the online communication in this specific COVID-19 situation has not precluded us from the main goal – to contribute substantively to the UPR process  and to further improve human rights in Croatia.   

We hope that in accordance with this “new normal”, our human rights record has been successfully presented virtually. Considering the UPR mechanism was created with such a great ambition and expectations, we are pleasedthat it operates even in these challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. However, we are aware that interactive debate is the core of the UPR and that has to be preserved in the future.   

In this virtual conditions, I also have to thank all members of our Delegation – because, without preparation and contributions of the responsible government bodies our interventions would not be possible. 

This take us to the end of this stage of the UPR process that will be finalized through the work on recommendations with out Troika members. As it will be done by our Geneva based delegates, I wish them a lot of success in this endeavour. 

Thank you.

