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Thank you, Madam President,

The Maldives warmly welcomes the high-level delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic to this third cycle review and thanks the delegation for their presentation today. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Maldives commends the work of the Government of Lao PDR, for all the efforts and measures taken to raise awareness on the country’s constitution by allowing the people of Lao to access legal information through the use of the latest technology. 

In constructive spirit, the Maldives presents the following two recommendations to the Government of Lao PDR:
1. To review the government’s economic strategy and take necessary steps to conserve the environment by developing guidelines to conduct studies on the environmental impacts of foreign investment projects. 

2. Establish an independent body to investigate deaths and enforced disappearances of the country and provide this body the investigative powers by law that is necessary to conduct free, independent and reliable investigations.

We wish Lao PDR every success at this Review. Thank you, Madam President. 
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