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The Czech Republic welcomes the delegation of Lao People’s Democratic Republic and thanks for its comprehensive presentation.

The Czech Republic feels encouraged by a series of steps undertaken by the Government that improved the legal framework related to children’s rights and youth, including the adoption of the National Strategy for Mothers and Children (2016–2025). We applaud the Government for measures taken to improve the access to education as well as the enrolment rates among girls. The literacy rate increasing from 58 per cent in 2011 to 85 per cent in 2019, as reported by UNESCO, is a remarkable achievement. We also note with appreciation that the Lao government reduced the scope of offences punishable by death penalty from 18 to 12.
To further improve the situation in respective areas, the Czech Republic makes the following recommendations to the Lao Government:

1) Maintain the moratorium on executions and abolish the death penalty.
2) Ensure full enjoyment of the freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly; progress to fully investigate all allegations of arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances and criminal convictions for expression of political opposition or criticism of State policies.
3) Take effective measures to safeguard the independence and impartiality of the judiciary.
4) Take steps against trafficking in persons and related labour and sexual exploitation, with special emphasis on child victims, women and members of ethnic minorities.
Thank you.
