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Thank you, Madam President.

We welcome the delegation of the Kingdom of Lesotho and we appreciate the commitment of Lesotho to the UPR and the efforts carried out since the second cycle, in particular the adoption of the Lesotho Gender and Development Policy 2018-2030 and the Guidelines on herd boys as well as the initiatives aimed at sensitizing the public opinion on the importance of preventing child, early and forced marriages including through the Children’s Protection and Welfare Amendment Bill. 
Italy offers Lesotho the following recommendations:

•
Harmonize the dual legal systems to address discriminatory provisions against women and girls, enact the Domestic Violence Bill and fully implement the Children’s Protection and Welfare Amendment Bill to prevent child, early and forced marriage; 
•
Take measures to strengthen the efficiency and the effectiveness of the judiciary system; 
•
Fully implement the Anti-trafficking Act and strengthen the efforts to investigate cases of child labor and trafficking in persons and to prosecute the offenders;
•
Consider taking all necessary steps to introduce a de jure moratorium on capital executions with a view to fully abolishing the death penalty, including by ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
We wish Lesotho a successful review.

I thank you.  
