Check against delivery

[image: image2.png]Permanent Mission of Italy
UN - Geneva




UPR 35 – Lao People’s Democratic Republic
21 January 2020
Thank you, Madame President.

Italy welcomes the distinguished delegation of Lao People’s Democratic Republic and appreciates its commitment to the UPR exercise and the amendments to the Constitution in order to ensure a better protection of human rights. We also commend the adoption of the Law on Combating Violence against Women and Children in 2015. 
Italy would like to offer Lao People’s Democratic Republic the following recommendations for its consideration:

· Introduce a de jure moratorium on capital executions, with a view to the complete abolition of the death penalty;

· Take all the necessary measures to put an end to child trafficking, including for the purposes of labour and sexual exploitation, as well as to all harmful practices against women and girls, including child, early and forced marriages;

· Enhance protection of the freedom of expression, lifting restrictions for independent media and providing a safe environment for the work of journalists and human rights defenders;

· Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and initiate full and impartial investigations into allegations of enforced disappearance, torture and other ill-treatment;

· Strengthen the independence of the Judiciary system, and ensure full and effective access to judiciary remedies to vulnerable people and minorities.

We wish Lao People’s Democratic Republic a successful review.

Thank you Madame President  
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