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Thank you, Madame President.

Italy welcomes the distinguished delegation of Armenia and appreciates its commitment to the UPR exercise. We express appreciation for the recent adoption of the National Strategy on Human Rights and the law on domestic violence, as well as the signature of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
Italy would like to offer Armenia the following recommendations for its consideration:

· Introduce a de jure moratorium on capital executions, with a view to the complete abolition of the death penalty;

· Proceed with the process of ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence and continue the efforts to prevent and combat domestic violence;

· Consider ratifying the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse;

· Take all the necessary measures to put an end to all forms of discrimination, including when based on sexual orientation and gender identity; 

· Enhance the efforts to protect and guarantee the rights of persons belonging to minorities, including ethnic and religious minorities; 

· Take measures to remove all barriers that prevent people with disabilities full participation into society, with a special attention to children with disabilities. 
We wish Armenia a successful review.
Thank you Madame President  
