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Statement by the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
34th Session of the Universal Periodic Review
Review of Egypt – 13 November 2019
 
Mr. President,
Sri Lanka extends a warm welcome to the High Level delegation from Egypt and thanks the delegation for the informative presentation.
We appreciate the Government of Egypt for the establishment of a high-level standing committee on human rights to monitor the implementation of obligations arising from international treaties. We note that it would have the power to propose the necessary legislation and to develop national human rights strategies. Strengthening the mandate and independence, of the National Council for Human Rights in accordance with the Constitution and the Paris principles is in order in this context.
We welcome the progress achieved in the area of education, through its free and obligatory pre university education policy resulting in the decrease of school dropouts and increase of women enrolment for primary, secondary and university education. We note Egypt’s initiative in setting up an Egyptian Knowledge Bank - the largest Arab Internet library accessible for free of charge.

The health initiative aimed at eradicating the hepatitis C virus and enabling the screening for non-communicable diseases such as diabetes, high blood pressure and obesity covering refugees and resident foreigners, deserves appreciation.
My delegation recommends that Egypt
- considers effective enforcement of Right to Information;
-strengthen the efforts to promote access to quality education for all, including vulnerable groups, to combat illiteracy; 
- further strengthen efforts towards eliminating child labour and ensuring that perpetrators are brought to justice;
- continues to strengthen efforts to effectively combat human trafficking and migrant smuggling with regular monitoring and effective prosecution; and
-continues to engage with human rights mechanisms, including treaty bodies and special procedures.
We wish Egypt success in its UPR engagement. 
Thank you.
