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Thank you, Mr. President.

Italy welcomes the delegation of Iran and takes positive note of the amendments to Anti-Narcotics Law that eliminated the mandatory imposition of the death penalty for certain drug-related offences, thus reducing the number of executions. 
Italy recommends Iran to:

· introduce a moratorium on executions, with the view to the complete abolition of the death penalty, and ban the application of executions for crimes committed by minors;
· strengthen the efforts to combat all harmful practices against women and girls, including female genital mutilation and child early and forced marriage, also by raising to 18 years the minimum legal marriage age; 

· align the national legislation with international standards on gender equality;
· guarantee freedom of opinion, expression and assembly and cease arrests of human rights defenders peacefully exercising these rights;
· guarantee equal rights for all citizens, regardless of their religion;

· decriminalize consensual same-sex relations. 

Italy wishes Iran a successful UPR.

Thank you.
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