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Thank you, Mr. President.

We welcome the distinguished members of the delegation of Fiji and we thank them for their national report and today’s presentation.

Italy commends  Fiji’s commitment to the UPR and we appreciate efforts Fiji carried out since the second UPR cycle including, particularly, the ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, of  the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
We also commend the attention paid to fight gender based and domestic violence as well as to promote human rights education and training for public officials. 

Mr. President,

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Fiji the following recommendations:

· Withdraw the reservations to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
· Raise to 18 years old the age for penal responsibility and combat all forms of violence against children, including child labor and sexual exploitation 
· Strengthen the efforts to ensure freedom of expression and the protection of journalists, also on line.
· Continue to strive towards the elimination of all form of discrimination and violence against women, including domestic violence, and against LGBTI persons.

We wish Fiji a successful review.

I thank you.  
