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Statement by Iceland
UPR33 - DRC
							
Mr. President,

Iceland welcomes the delegation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

We urge the new government to strengthen existing human rights mechanisms, address impunity and undertake measures to prevent recurrence of violence. 

Iceland makes the following recommendations:
1. Ensure accountability for perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity, regardless of rank or affiliation. 
2. Ensure that law enforcement officials and members of the security forces strictly adhere to obligations under IHL and human rights law.
3. Run a nationwide awareness campaign on the phenomenon of children accused of witchcraft and ensure that those responsible for such offences against children are punished. 
4. Immediately repeal all provisions, including Articles 175 and 176 of the Penal Code, resulting in discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity and sex characteristics.
5. Impose a moratorium on executions and abolish the death penalty. 

I wish the Democratic Republic of the Congo all success for its review. 

I thank you 
