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Intervention by Ukraine
Mr.President,

Ukraine thanks the Democratic Republic of Congo for the National Report.
Establishment of the National Human Rights Commission, appointment of the Personal Representative on Sexual Violence and Child Recruitment, amendments to the legislation, including Family Code and Criminal Code, are definitely positive developments.

Yet, regretfully, security challenges in the DRC continue threatening peace and human rights. Ukraine remains concerned at reports of the high rate of sexual and gender based violence used as a weapon of war, and the lack of protection mechanisms for victims.
Ukraine recommends to the Government to:
- issue standing invitation to all UN special procedures;

- ratify the Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR and the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance;

- establish a National Preventive Mechanism in line with OPCAT;

- create effective mechanism to prevent gender-based violence;

- ensure accountability for human rights violations through independent investigations and prosecution, and access to justice and full reparation for victims.
I thank you, Mr. President.

