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Mr. President,
Poland would like to thank the delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the presentation of its national report and its participation in the UPR process. We consider your involvement as a sign of willingness to engage constructively with the international community.   
Poland is deeply concerned that the human rights situation in the DPRK since the last UPR remains unchanged. The latest report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in the DPRK provides information about unlawful and arbitrary killings, enforced dissaperances, arbitrary detentions in political prison camps, widespread and systematic torture and ill-treatment in detention centers, as well as significant restrictions of movement. Both media as well as Internet access are fully controlled by the government. Restrictions of religious freedom are also reported. 

We call on the Government of the DPRK to show its willingness to engage in a frank and constructive dialogue with the United Nations human rights mechanism and the OHCHR in order to bring positive changes to the human rights situation in the country. 

Therefore, the delegation of Poland would like to offer the following recommendations to the government of the DPRK:

· to establish meaningful cooperation with the Office of High Commissioner of Human Rights as a first step in the area of technical assistance;
· to grant immediate and unrestricted access to all UN human rights mechanisms, including the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in the DPRK;

· to fulfil its commitments under ratified human rights instruments such as the ICCPR, the ICESR, the CEDAW and the CRC, including the submission of oustanding reports;
· to ratify CAT and its Optional Protocol;
· to create a conducive environment where civil society organisations can function independently without fear of surveillance, arrest or other forms of punishment.
Thank you for your attention.
