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STATEMENT BY THE CZECH REPUBLIC
The Czech Republic welcomes the delegation of Qatar and thanks for its comprehensive presentation. We commend reported progress made by Qatar during the third cycle of the UPR in the enactment of legislation related to human rights and freedoms including the accession to the ICCPR and ICESCR in 2018.

While welcoming the National Report, the Czech Republic makes the following recommendations to the Government of Qatar:
1) Withdraw all reservations and declarations to the ICCPR and ICESCR; ratify the Optional Protocols to the ICCPR, ICESCR;
2) Review its existing national security and counter-terrorism laws in order to bring its legislation into conformity with the CAT and other international standards; ratify OP CAT;
3) Remove provisions in the Law on Combating Cybercrime and the Penal Code criminalizing the peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of expression;
4) Bring national legislation on freedom of peaceful assembly into line with international standards, particularly by decriminalising unlicensed public gatherings.

Thank you.

