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Thank you, Mr. (Vice) President, 
The Czech Republic welcomes the delegation of Albania and thanks for its comprehensive presentation and the UPR National Report.

The Czech Republic appreciates all steps taken by the Government of Albania to improve the human rights situation in the country, including the adoption of the Code of Criminal Justice for Children, Justice for Children Strategy, National Strategy on the Fight against Human Trafficking, National Strategy on Gender Equality as well as other legislation on persons with disabilities, domestic violence or integration of Roma minority. We also welcome far-reaching reforms in the justice sector, including the introduction of vetting systems and new judicial institutions.

To further improve the situation in respective areas, the Czech Republic makes the following recommendations to the Government of Albania:
1) Take steps to finally halt blood feud killings and provide women and children affected by this practice with adequate economic aid and social services.

2) Take effective measures against persisting discrimination of LGBTI persons and ensure non-discriminatory access of LGBTI persons to health services and introduce LGBTI education to school curriculum.
3) Continue efforts to change the prevalent gender stereotypes, combat domestic violence and further promote participation of women in political and public life.
I thank you. 

