Statement of Portugal

33rd session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group

Qatar

Mr. President,

Portugal welcomes the delegation of Qatar and thanks for the presentation of the national UPR report, highlighting the progress achieved in the promotion and protection of human rights and the advances being made regarding workers’ rights.

Portugal salutes the support of the country to the establishment of a school dedicated to Syrian refugee children and the fact that Qatar acceded to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Portugal recommends that Qatar: 

i) Adopts legislation protecting women and children from all forms of violence, including domestic violence and violence against expatriate women workers, as well as specific provisions protecting women and children with disabilities; 

ii) Follows up on the de facto moratorium on the death by adopting a formal moratorium.

We further recommend that Qatar ratifies the following instruments:

iii) The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

iv) The Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
Thank you, Mr President. 

