Statement of Portugal
33rd session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group
Equatorial Guinea
 
Mr. President,
 
Portugal welcomes the Delegation of Equatorial Guinea and thanks for the presentation of its national report.
 
Portugal would like to make the following recommendations:
 
i)  Take concrete steps towards the total abolition of the death penalty and, as a matter of priority, sign and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
 
ii)  Effectively apply the 1998 UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and extend a standing invitation to the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council, including the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders;
 
iii)  Combat stigma and discrimination against persons affected by HIV/AIDS and implement a country-wide sexual and reproductive health education policy in the school system that specifically focuses on HIV/AIDS;
 
iv)  Take concrete measures in order to address stigma and discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members, including through awareness raising campaigns;
 
v)  Create an independent national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles;
Thank you Mr President.
