Statement of Portugal

33rd session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
Mr. President,

Portugal welcomes the delegation of the Democratic People´s Republic of Korea.

Portugal continues to be extremely worried about the long-standing, systematic and widespread gross violations of human rights in the Democratic People´s Republic of Korea.

We recommend that the DPRK seeks technical assistance of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, including by granting access to the country. 

We recommend that the DPRK becomes a member of the International Labour Organization and that it complies with its obligations arising from international human rights law.

Finally, we recommend that the DPRK ratifies the following instruments:

i) The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights on the abolition of death penalty;
ii) The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or degrading Treatment and its Optional Protocol; 
iii) The Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;
iv) The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance;
Thank you Mr President. 

