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M. President,

Belgium welcomes the delegation of Ethiopia.  

We welcome Ethiopia’s recent ambitious reform agenda and promising actions which have the potential to bring important improvements to the human rights situation in the country. 

Despite this important progress, several issues of concern remain. Therefore, Belgium recommends the Ethiopian authorities to: 

R1. ratify the African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention);
R2. speed up the process reviewing the Anti-terrorism Proclamation and the Computer Crime Proclamation in accordance with the ICCPR;   
R3. criminalize marital rape and exclude the applicability in domestic violence cases of the extenuating circumstances set out in the criminal law.
I thank you, M. President.
