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Mr. President,

Distinguished representatives,

It is my great pleasure to address the 33rd session of the working group of the UN Human Rights Council on behalf of the delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

We are convinced that the UPR mechanism designed to review the human rights situation of all UN member states on an equal footing will satisfactorily perform its mission during this third cycle review, and make positive contributions to the global efforts for the protection and promotion of genuine human rights.

We also hope that today’s the 3rd cycle review of the DPRK will be a good occasion for promoting correct understanding of the human rights situation on ground in the DPRK and thus enable the international community to adopt proper viewpoint and attitude towards the DPRK free from any bias and discrimination.
The present national report is the outcome of the close collaboration of the officials of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly, Central Court and other related government agencies, representatives of social organizations and experts from academic circles. The National Committee for the Implementation of the International Human Rights Treaties coordinated the preparation of the present report, holding multiple rounds of consultations with all those involved.

Particular attention was directed to reviewing the achievements made and drawing lessons from our efforts for the protection and promotion of human rights since the 2nd cycle review, as well as to the status of implementation of the accepted recommendations. Serious discussions were held to find the ways and means to overcome the obstacles and challenges encountered.

We truly hope that all of you present here will offer us good recommendations and comments, so that today’s interactive dialogue will serve as an important occasion for inspiring and encouraging the DPRK in its efforts for further progress.

Mr. President,

The DPRK is an embodiment of the Juche idea that requires to place people at the center of all considerations and make everything serve them. In the DPRK people are the genuine masters of the State and society, and top and absolute priority is given to their interests. Under the politics of prioritizing, respecting and loving people realized by Chairman KIM JONG UN of the State Affairs Commission of the DPRK it is the supreme principle of all the activities of the DPRK to make devoted efforts for the good of the people.

The period under review witnessed a lot of achievements in our efforts for the protection and promotion of human rights.

The Law on Teachers, the Law on Vocational Education and other human rights-related laws were adopted and a number of existing laws on the prevention of epidemics and labour protection were amended, further consolidating the legal framework to provide people with a highly civilized material and cultural life.

The Criminal Law was amended and the Regulations on the Qualifications of Public Prosecutors and Judges were adopted for the purpose of preventing abuse of power, negligence of duties and other violations of law by law enforcement officials and contributing to ensuring the independence of the court and fair trial.

Treaty-specific national coordinating committees were integrated into one single National Committee for the Implementation of the International Human Rights Treaties and the Institute of Human Rights was created under the Academy of Social Sciences with a mission to conduct activities conducive to raising public awareness and concern for human rights.

In the DPRK where human beings are held most dear, people’s rights to life and fundamental freedoms are fully ensured, a robust and elaborate complaints machinery is put in place and human rights violations in whatever form are intolerable.

A new strategic line was put forward to concentrate all efforts on the economic development and strenuous efforts are under way to reinvigorate all sectors of the national economy, improve the livelihood of people and create conditions and environment for people to enjoy their economic and cultural rights on a higher level.

Medical establishments such as the general ophthalmic hospital, dental hospital and health oxygen factory were newly built and a lot of hospitals were upgraded, while modern medical science and technology and methods of medical treatment were introduced, resulting in the improved promotion of people’s health and enhanced quality of medical services.

Blocks of thousands of flats like the Mirae Scientists’ Street and Ryomyong Street were built in the capital city of Pyongyang to be provided to working people free of charge, while tens of thousands of dwelling houses and welfare facilities were newly built or renovated across the country to ensure people their right to adequate housing.

In the DPRK where the whole of society forms a harmonious family, women, children, old persons and persons with disabilities enjoy an equal and stable life without any discrimination.

Children are valued as the Kings of the country, receiving free education under the 12 year compulsory education system; women’s position in all spheres of the State and public life is strengthened; old persons are held in high esteem as revolutionary seniors; persons with disabilities are under the special care and protection of the State and society.
 Our people take great pride in their socialist system as it takes care of their life and future with loving care.

Mr. President,

During the reporting period the DPRK made every possible effort to promote international cooperation and dialogue in the field of human rights and honour its commitments before the international community.

The DPRK submitted its 5-6th and 2-4th implementation reports of the CRC and CEDAW in 2017 respectively to be considered at the committees concerned.

 The DPRK ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. It also acceded to the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons who are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled and the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

The DPRK invited the special rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities under the UN Human Rights Council to visit the country in May, 2017 and to meet with the officials of the disability-related government agencies, look round disability facilities and obtain first-hand information of the situation on the ground.

Mr. President,

The achievements in our efforts for the protection and promotion of human rights were hard-won in the face of all descriptions of challenges and obstacles.

During the reporting period anti DPRK human rights “resolutions” continued to be railroaded at the UN Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly due to the maneuverings of the hostile forces that do not wish dialogue and cooperation but are keen on inciting mistrust and seeking confrontation.

As we made clear on several occasions, we do not accept and categorically reject the anti-DPRK human rights resolutions, as they are invented on the basis of fabricated information whose sources are the false testimonies of the “defectors”.
The politically motivated “resolutions” that distort the realities of the DPRK and viciously decry our social system are the extreme manifestation of the politicization, selectivity and double standard. They have nothing to do with the genuine protection and promotion of human rights.

Moreover, all attempts to justify as critical engagement all such resolutions that only serve to incite mistrust and animosity should be definitely abandoned.

We remain unchanged in our position of attaching importance to the dialogue and cooperation for the protection and promotion of genuine human rights. However, we resolutely oppose the extremely politicized dialogue and will continue to strongly respond to confrontation and pressures.

Mr. President,

Enormous challenges continue to obstruct the efforts of the DPRK to provide people with dignified and highly civilized life by protecting and promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms.

As is well known, the UN Security Council adopted ten “sanctions resolutions” against the DPRK, taking issue with the self-defensive measures the DPRK has taken to cope with the persistent threats and provocations of the hostile forces and to safeguard its sovereignty, right to existence and right to development. Some countries are joining the Security Council to impose unilateral sanctions on us.

Sanctions of various kinds against the DPRK hamper in every possible way the efforts of the DPRK for the protection and promotion of human rights, laying serious obstacles to the enjoyment by people of their human rights.
The question is why the sanctions against the DPRK should be applied even today when the factors that triggered the adoption thereof no longer exist. We cannot but ask what such unjust and unethical “resolutions” are aimed at.
The sanctions obstructing the normal trade for the economic development do not only cause difficulties to the livelihood of populations in general but block the delivery of medicines and medical appliances for children, women and persons with disabilities, and make it also difficult for the UN organizations and humanitarian actors operating in the DPRK to carry out their missions. These sanctions constitute crimes that are aimed at stifling us and violating our people’s right to existence by imposing total blockade.

Taking the lead in implementing these barbaric and inhumane sanctions are the countries that were more vociferous than any others in distorting the human rights situation of the DPRK and slandering it.

They speak too freely about human rights on the one hand and blatantly infringe upon human rights on the other hand - these double dealing practices cannot be construed otherwise than typical examples of hypocrisy and politicization of human rights.

It is anachronistic to continue to resort to sanctions against the DPRK even now when the summit meetings and talks were held between the DPRK and the US, between the north and the south of Korea as a result of the proactive and positive efforts on our part, and a new era of peace and reconciliation is on the way to the Korean peninsula. Such anachronistic acts are very dangerous that may drive the present situation to the worst, which will be an unwanted outcome for everyone.

Our people will frustrate all sorts of moves to bring us to our knees by means of sanctions and pressures, and will build the powerful socialist country on the strength of the spirit of self reliance.

Mr. President,

Today our people have turned out in the efforts to build a powerful country full of confidence and optimism and rallied in single-minded unity around Comrade KIM JONG UN, Chairman of the State Affairs Commission of the DPRK.

The DPRK will further consolidate and improve its socialist system of guaranteeing people their human rights and fundamental freedoms, while joining the international efforts for the protection and promotion of human rights to fulfill its obligations before the international community.

Thank you.
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