Check against delivery
32nd session of the Working Group on Universal Periodic Review                         of the UN Human Rights Council
Review of Afghanistan
Intervention by Delegation of Ukraine
January 21, 2019
Mr. President,

Ukraine thanks Afghanistan for presenting its National Report.  

We acknowledge the efforts undertaken by Afghanistan in line with recommendations of the previous UPR cycle, particularly the reform of penal code and adoption of legislation on prevention of torture. 

In order to build on this progress, Ukraine recommends the following:

· to launch a process of accession to ICPPED and Second OP to the ICCPR on abolition of the death penalty;

· to engage with Special Procedures whose requests for a country visit are pending;

· to take all the necessary steps aimed at combatting violence against women, including ensuring accountability for perpetrators;

· to allocate financial resources for efficient implementation of national action plan on UN Security Council resolution 1325;

· to intensify the process of submission of overdue reports to UN treaty bodies;

· to build on achievements in prevention of torture by prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment.

Thank you.
