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Thank you Mr President
 
Greece commends the positive steps undertaken by Vietnam since its second review, and in particular the ratification of the UN Convention against Torture, as well as the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We welcome the continuous poverty reduction achieved in the country, and express our appreciation for the reduction of offences punishable by the death penalty as well as for the progress achieved in Vietnam's legal and judicial systems. 

Greece would like to recommend that Vietnam:
 
1. Develop measures to protect reporters and journalists from all forms of discrimination and violence
2. Increase efforts in addressing discrimination, in line with its international obligations, and towards improving its legal framework against gender-based violence.
3. Fully implement the recently enacted Law on Freedom of Religion or Belief.
 
	We would like to seize this opportunity to wish to the Delegation of Vietnam all success in implementing the recommendations they will receive today.
 
I thank you
 
 
