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Thank You, Mr. Vice – President,
The delegation of Cape Verde welcomes and thanks the Delegation of Vanuatu for submitting its national report.

Cabo Verde recognises the great efforts made by Vanuatu in the implementation of recommendations made during the second cycle of the UPR. The long list of measures taken in different areas such as education, health, water and sanitation, demonstrates de strong commitment of Vanuatu to improve the situation of Human Rights in the country. 
Cabo Verde encourages Vanuatu to continue in this way as numerous challenges still remain, and the promotion and protection of the rights of children and women demands further actions and improvement. 

As a similar Small Island Developing State highly vulnerable to Climate Change, Cabo Verde takes note with satisfaction of the adoption by Vanuatu of the National Policy on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction 2016 – 2030.

This measure will undoubtedly impact positively the realization of all the other Sustainable Development Goals.
In this regard, we respectfully offer the following 5 recommendations to Vanuatu:

1. To promote an integrated approach to human rights and the SDGs, by establishing national mechanism for reporting and follow up and national coordination body for SDG’s and Human Right reporting in an integrated manner
2. To establish a human rights recommendations plan, aligned with the SDGs and integrating all accepted UPR recommendations ;

3. To use this 3rd Cycle of UPR to generate data that can support both the implementation of SDG’s and the measurement of progress in the field of Human Rights, including children and women rights; 

4. To integrate good practices of implementation of UPR recommendations into its national reviews on SDGs implementation
5. To ratify the international Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights

We wish Vanuatu success in this review and in the implementation of accepted reconmmendations.
Thank you

