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Statement by Montenegro

Montenegro welcomes the distinguished delegation of Viet Nam.
We welcome the efforts of the Government to improve human rights policies, awareness-raising campaigns and education for all stakeholders. However, we noted increasing number of arbitrary arrests and attacks against human rights defenders, and urge Government to ensure protection and unhindered work of the human rights activists.  
We noted the prevalence of the domestic violence against women, and urge Government to encourage women to report cases of violence and abuse, ensure effective protection of victims and investigation of all such cases. 

Montenegro recommends:
1. to ratify the Optional Protocol to ICCPR aiming at the abolition of the death penalty;
2. to undertake efforts to eliminate child prostitution and child labour, as well as to ensure that girls in prostitution are treated as victims. 
Thank you. 
