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Mr. President,

Iceland welcomes the delegation of Slovakia.

Iceland commends Slovakia for the progress made in strengthening the policy and institutional framework for the promotion and protection of human rights.

Iceland makes the following recommendations:
1. Ensure equal access to all levels of education for every child without discrimination. 
2. Ratify the Istanbul Convention. 
3. Revise the Health Care Act to ensure access to safe abortion and remove requirements for mandatory counselling, medically unnecessary waiting periods and third-party authorization. 
4. Ensure universal coverage by the state health insurance of all costs related to sexual and reproductive health and modern contraceptive methods. 
5. Adopt marriage equality legislation, extending full marriage rights to same-sex couples.
6. Extend the provisions of domestic hate speech legislation to cover sexual orientation, gender identity and sex characteristic. 
7. In light of the killing of journalist Ján Kuciak and his partner Martina Kušnírová, take all measures to protect and support journalists working to uncover corruption and other matters of the highest public interest. 

I wish Slovakia all success for its review. 

I thank you 
