Statement by Iceland
UPR32 - FYRM

Mr. President,

Iceland welcomes the delegation of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

Iceland welcomes proposed amendments to the law against discrimination which would extend the list of grounds of discrimination to include sexual orientation and gender identity.

Iceland makes the following recommendations:
1. Ensure access for all women, including rural women and women from vulnerable groups, to reproductive health-care services. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Make medical abortion available and accessible throughout the country, in line with the WHO Safe Abortion Guidelines, and urgently remove waiting periods, biased counselling and unnecessary administrative burdens.
3. Ensure universal coverage by the state health insurance of all costs related to sexual and reproductive health and modern contraceptive methods. 
4. Effectively investigate and prosecute hate crimes, including against journalists and LGBTI persons. 
5. Provide training for judicial authorities about the right to equality and prohibition of discrimination based on international human rights standards and the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights. 
6. Investigate allegations and prosecute all instances of political pressure, intimidation, misuse of administrative resources and vote-buying.

I wish Macedonia all success for its review. 

I thank you 
