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Intervention by the delegation of Ukraine

Mr. President,

Ukraine welcomes the delegation of the Republic of the Congo. 

We commend the country’s adherence, despite all difficult circumstances, to the Review process.
Ukraine positively notes the efforts taken by the Congo to improve the institutional and legislative framework for human rights, in particular the ratification of important human rights instruments. 

We express concern over the reported facts of detaining political opponents, existence of prisoners of conscience and political prisoners, cases of torture and ill-treatment, as well as the continuation of an armed conflict in the territory of the country. 

We are also deeply concerned that HIV/AIDS was one of the main causes of death in the Congo. 

Ukraine recommends:

- to abolish legally the death penalty, establish a de jure moratorium on its application and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR; 

- to adopt a comprehensive law to prosecute all forms of violence against women, including marital rape, female genital mutilation and sexual abuse and exploitation of women in prison and in conflict areas;

- to improve treatment for HIV/AIDS infected, ensure early diagnosis and the immediate initiation of treatment, particularly for adolescents.

Thank you.

