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The Czech Republic welcomes the delegation of China. We acknowledge China’s efforts for reducing poverty. We also recognize the active involvement of China at multilateral human rights fora.      
We make the following recommendations:
Firstly, in line with our second cycle recommendation, we recommend that China ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and, before the next UPR cycle, set a clear timeline for this ratification.
Secondly, we recommend China to fully guarantee the right to a fair trial, independence of the judiciary and unhindered access to legal counsel, release all imprisoned and detained human rights defenders, including lawyers, academics, journalists and bloggers, and refrain from persecuting individuals for exercising their rights or for defending the rights of others.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thirdly, the Czech Republic recommends that China ensure the right to freedom of religion or belief for all and end all forms of detention, harassment and so-called “reeducation” of ethnic and religious minorities, including in Xinjiang. 
Finally, we recommend China to repeal or amend laws, regulations and practices, including the censorship, preventing the full exercise of the right to freedom of expression and the free access to information, both online and offline.  
Thank you.
