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ZAMBIAS' STATEMENT DURING THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW OF CUBA, 16TH MAY, 2018.

Mr. President,

Zambia welcomes the friendly delegation of Cuba to the third UPR cycle and thank them for the comprehensive report and update just been provided.

We note with satisfaction positive efforts Cuba is making in promoting and protecting human rights as well as uplifting the living standards of its citizens. We are happy to note that Cuba guaranteed the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights through a planned economic development model which combined social and economic aspects.   We applaud Cuba for ensuring that all its people had equal access to basic quality services such as education, health care, social security and welfare without discrimination. We equally applaud Cuba for ensuring free and universal access to education of high quality at all levels, including university education, which makes Cuba an illiteracy free country with school enrolment standing at more than 99%.
We recommend to Cuba the following:

-To establish an independent  national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles;

-To ensure  full compliance with the Standard Minimum Rules for Treatment of Prisoners and allow independent human rights monitors access to prison and detention centres;

-To continue to improve, update and expand the scope of human rights training for civil servants and the general public;
-To amend the Criminal Code in order to establish femicide as an offence and provide for the use of restraining orders to protect victims of gender-based violence;
To enact legislation clearly prohibiting all corporal punishment of children in all settings.
We wish Cuba success as they receive   our  the recommendations. I thank you Mr. President.
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