STATEMENT BY BOTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF CUBA AT THE 30TH  SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW.
(16th May 2018, Geneva)
1. Mr. President, Botswana warmly welcomes the delegation of Cuba to the third cycle of the UPR process. We thank the delegation for a comprehensive national report.

2. Botswana commends Cuba for acceding to the Protocol to prevent, suppress and punish trafficking in persons, especially women and children. Botswana also commends Cuba for enacting a new labour code that ensures equality and non-discrimination in the workplace.
3. Botswana welcomes Cuba’s implementation of the National Plan for children, adolescents and family of 2015-2020 to promote and protect children’s rights. Botswana further commends Cuba for promoting rights of vulnerable groups in society such as women, children, the disabled and the elderly.
4. While we note efforts made by Cuba in promoting and protecting human rights, we make the following recommendations:

i. Take steps towards establishing an independent National Human Rights Institution in line with the Paris Principles.
ii. Endeavour to promote racial harmony through improvement of equality of women of African Descent.
5. We wish Cuba a successful review outcome.
I thank you, Mr. President.

