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Mr. President,
Brazil welcomes the Russian delegation and makes the following recommendations:
1) step up efforts to promote and protect freedom of religion of belief, including by ensuring the freedom of all individuals to establish and maintain religious, charitable or humanitarian intitutions;

2) step up measures to combat racial discrimination, including by continuing efforts to prevent manifestations of racial discrimination in sport; and

3) enact and implement measures to promote and protect gender equality and women’s empowerment and to fight discrimination on the grounds of gender.

Brazil encourages Russia to increase efforts to combat any kind of discrimination, hate speech, violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex individuals. We express concern at legislative measures that may impose restrictions on the freedom of expression of LGBTI groups or raise challenges regarding human rights education on that matter.

We commend Russia for establishing the Presidential Commissioner for Children’s Rights. We encourage the Office of the Presidential Commissioner to further contribute to support the implementation of Russia’s National Children’s Strategy and the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

Brazil considers that hosting sporting events, such as the 2018 World Cup, is an opportunity to strengthen ongoing efforts to combat racial discrimination.

Finally, we express concern with recent developments in the Russian Criminal Code regarding domestic violence. According to our experience, the criminalization of domestic violence plays an important role in protecting its victims and preventing impunity.
Thank you.
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