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Statement by the Czech Republic
The Czech Republic welcomes the delegation of Uzbekistan. We note with interest the adoption of Uzbekistan’s Strategy of Actions for 2017-2021 and appreciate its focus on the improvement of human rights in the country.      

We make the following recommendations:

Firstly, to ratify the OP-CAT, establish a national preventive mechanism accordingly, and strengthen the investigation and prosecution of allegations of torture.  
Secondly, to further promote the enjoyment of the right to freedom of association and the right to participate in public affairs and facilitate the registration and unhindered work of NGOs, including those focusing on human rights, as well as the registration and functioning of opposition political parties. 
Third, while commending the measures undertaken to stem forced labor, we recommend Uzbekistan to take further steps to eradicate forced labor, in particular in the cotton industry.
And finally, the Czech Republic recommends Uzbekistan to eliminate, in law and in practice, all forms of discrimination, including based on sexual orientation or gender identity.
Thank you.
