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Statement by the Czech Republic
The Czech Republic welcomes the active participation of Cuba in the UPR process. We attach great importance to the active participation of all actors, including civil society, and thus regret that some representatives of human rights organizations were prevented from participating in the UPR pre-session as well as this UPR session. We hope that the outcome of this UPR will be widely published and followed by regular and inclusive consultations with civil society.
We make the following recommendations:

Firstly, to issue and implement a standing invitation to all special procedures. 

Secondly, to accede to the ICCPR and the ICESCR and bring national legislation in compliance with these Covenants including by ensuring unhindered internet access.
Thirdly, to implement legal safeguards protecting civil society and the media workers against abuse of provisions for criminal prosecution, including by repealing Articles 72, 73 and 74 of the Criminal Code as well as the Law 88.
Forthly, to refrain from harassment, psychological torture, and arbitrary short-term detentions of human rights defenders and to release unconditionally all prisoners of conscience. 
Thank you.
