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Statement by the Czech Republic
The Czech Republic warmly welcomes the delegation of Colombia and thanks for the presentation of the National report.  We appreciate Colombia’s efforts in several human rights areas, such as the launch of specialized programmes to prevent forced recruitment of children into armed groups or steps taken to recognise the rights of LGBTI persons. 
We encourage Colombia to continue its endeavours and we make the following recommendations:
Firstly, to accede to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, establish a national preventive mechanism accordingly and effectively investigate reported acts of torture.
Secondly, to step up efforts to prevent killings and attacks on human rights defenders and ensure full investigation of these crimes.
Thirdly, to continue the fight against gender-based discrimination and violence, improve the mechanism of prevention and protection of victims.
Fourthly, to take further steps and effectively implement the existing measures aimed at protecting of LGBTI persons from discrimination and violence.

Thank you.

