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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Thank you, Mr. President. 

Canada commends Tuvalu for implementing the Family Protection and Domestic Violence Act in 2014 to provide greater protection from domestic violence to children as well as adults, such as the provision of counselling services to victims.

Canada recommends that Tuvalu:

1. Reform the Penal Code to criminalize marital rape and continue to address customs and social patterns that perpetuate discrimination against women and girls. 

2. Accede to the ICCPR and take steps to raise social awareness and understanding of the rights embodied in the instrument.

3. Amend sections 153-155 of the Penal Code to decriminalize same-sex conduct between consenting adults; prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

4. Take measures to fully guarantee freedom of religion or belief, including by addressing concerns from minority religious groups over limitations on their activities in the outer islands.

Canada welcomes Tuvalu’s introduction of a National Action Plan on Human Rights in January 2017. Canada applauds the consolidation of existing human rights treaty obligations and the Government of Tuvalu’s efforts to ensure that human rights continue to be prioritized in government policy-making. 
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