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Statement by the Czech Republic

The Czech Republic welcomes the engagement of Bangladesh in the third UPR cycle and its constructive attitude while accepting a great number of Rohingya refugees. At the same time, we note serious persisting human rights challenges. 
We make the following recommendations to the Government of Bangladesh:

· Firstly, to issue and implement a standing invitation to all Special Procedures.

· Secondly, to enhance its fight against impunity and torture including through ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and establishing a national preventive mechanism accordingly.
· Thirdly, to expand its democratic space on-line and off-line in which opposition politicians, journalists, human rights defenders and other civil society members can operate freely and without fear for their lives and to this end revise Section 57 of  Information and Communication Technology Act and amend the Foreign Donation Regulations Act.
· Lastly, to abolish death penalty.
Thank you.

