


            Australian Mission to the United Nations	E-mail   UN.Geneva@dfat.gov.au 
       Chemin des Fins 2, Petit Saconnex, 1211 Geneva 19   Ph +41 22 799 9100  Fax +41 22 799 9175 www.geneva.mission.gov.au
AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA





Universal Periodic Review Working Group- 29th Session
Universal Periodic Review of Israel
Statement by Australia

[bookmark: _GoBack]Australia commends Israel for its engagement with the Human Rights Council (HRC) and notes, and shares, Israel’s concern that it is singled out quite inappropriately in Item 7 of the Council’s proceedings.

Australia welcomes Israel’s progress in achieving equal rights for people with disabilities and urges Israel to implement fully the ‘Equal Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill’.

Australia remains concerned at restrictions on freedom of movement in the Palestinian Territories. We recommend Israel take steps to ensure constraints on freedom of movement do not restrict people’s basic rights, including access to health care and education.  

We welcome steps taken by Israel to improve conditions for Palestinian minors in detention. We recommend Israel continue its efforts to reform its security and judicial practices with regard to Palestinians. 

We are concerned about the high number of demolitions of Palestinian-owned structures in the Palestinian Territories and Jerusalem, and the ongoing expansion of settlement activity that accelerated in 2017. We encourage Israel to refrain from unilateral measures that diminish the prospects of a negotiated two-state solution.
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