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Thank you Madam. Chair,

Azerbaijan welcomes the delegation from the Kingdom of Tonga and thanks it for its national report and presentation today. 

Azerbaijan welcomes Tonga’s commitment to the Universal Periodic Review Process and takes note with appreciation its efforts to implement the recommendations made during the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review. 

Azerbaijan is encouraged by constitutional and political reforms the Kingdom of Tonga continues to undertake on its path to a stronger democracy marked by a number of progress, including establishment of Ombudsman’s Office and general elections held in 2014 that were deemed free and fair.  

Azerbaijan would like to make following recommendations:

1. To consider ratifying the core international human rights treaties, including 
a. the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
b. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
c. the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and 
d. the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;  
2. To improve its records of reporting before the UN treaty bodies, including by submitting its outstanding reports to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committee on the Rights of the Child;
3. To continue its efforts on establishing efficient and transparent public service in the country. 
In conclusion, we wish the delegation of Tonga every success in implementation of the recommendations received today. 

Thank you. 
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