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Thank you, Mr. President.  

Canada welcomes the progress Romania has made through the 2015-2020 Roma Inclusion Strategy, and encourages further steps to improve health care, housing and employment, and to increase access to education for Roma. We also commend the National Anti-corruption Directorate for its efforts to this date. 

Canada recommends that Romania:

1. Support and intensify efforts to combat corruption by implementing the Anti-Corruption Strategy and safeguarding the work of the National Anti-Corruption Directorate and the High Court of Cassation and Justice. 

2. Preserve and reinforce the independence of the judiciary to ensure the sustainability of governance reforms through the implementation of the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism recommendations set forth by the European Commission.

3. Develop and implement programmes to counter discrimination against LGBTI persons, including public awareness campaigns and specialized training for law enforcement officials. 

Canada supports Romania’s efforts to counter domestic violence and violence against women including ratification and harmonization of internal legislation with the Istanbul Convention. We welcome further efforts to provide medical, legal and psychological support services for victims, and specialized training for professionals.
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