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Thank you, Mr. President. 

Canada thanks Barbados for its presentation and commends the government’s adoption of the Employment Sexual Harassment (Prevention) Bill of 2017. The bill responds to the commitment made by Barbados during its 2013 UPR to collect and evaluate data on incidents of sexual harassment as to assist the Government in tackling violence against women. 

Canada recommends that Barbados:

1. Immediately repeal laws that criminalize consensual same-sex adult sexual relations.

1. Combat discrimination, prejudice and violence based on sexual orientation or gender identity through legislative reform and by adopting awareness raising measures.

1. Provide women the right to confer nationality on their children on an equal basis with men.

Canada welcomes Barbados’ launch of Model Guidelines for Sexual Offence Cases in the Caribbean in 2017 – the first country in the region to do so. The Model Guidelines provide internationally-accepted best practices for the management of sexual offence cases, and offer a rights-based approach to the treatment of complaints and vulnerable witnesses, including children, involved in sexual assault cases.
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