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Mr. President, 

Distinguished delegates
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great privilege to address this distinguished body today on behalf of the Delegation of the Republic of Serbia and to express pleasure at the opportunity to participate in the Third Cycle of the Universal Periodic Review and present to the UN Human Rights Council the human rights situation in our country. 
At the outset, I would like to point out that the delegation of the Republic of Serbia is composed of senior officials: representatives of ministries in charge of justice, social protection and labour, education, foreign affairs, internal affairs, culture and information, construction, health, state administration and local self-government. The delegation of the Republic of Serbia also includes representatives of state authorities in charge of Kosovo and Metohija, human and minority rights, cooperation with the Churches and religious communities, execution of criminal sanctions, refugees and migration, as well as representatives of the Supreme Court of Cassation and the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office.
The Republic of Serbia, since the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review, which it underwent on 31 January 2013, has achieved significant progress in implementing the received recommendations and in promoting and protecting human and minority rights. Our country's commitment to these goals can be seen from the Report submitted to the Human Rights Council for the 3rd UPR Cycle.

Mr. President,

The Republic of Serbia is a member of the eight major international treaties of the United Nations in the human rights field. Our country prepares and regularly submits periodic reports to the treaty bodies. Since the previous UPR Cycle we have presented reports to eight United Nations treaty bodies.
We support the activities and are open for cooperation with United Nations special procedures, as proven by Serbia’s standing invitation for all thematic procedures since 11 October 2005. In the period under review, our country submitted more than 300 reports under special procedures. 
Since the previous Universal Periodic Review, our country received visits by the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation of internally displaced persons, the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances.

Distinguished delegates, 
The Republic of Serbia is a candidate country for EU membership. As part of the on-going comprehensive reforms in this context, special attention is being paid to promoting the rule of law and protection of human rights. The reforms involve changes in the legislative framework, but also strengthening of institutional capacities, freedom of the media and promotion of human rights in all aspects of society.
As part of the European Union accession process, our country has opened Negotiating Chapter 23: Judiciary and fundamental rights. The implementation of the Action Plan for Chapter 23 is being monitored, with regular reporting on the measures implemented and activities communicated to the European Commission. 
Our country actively cooperates with the Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe in the field of protection and promotion of human and minority rights. The Republic of Serbia has ratified a large number of Council of Europe conventions in the field of human and minority rights, including the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

Mr. President,

I take this opportunity to emphasize that the national report presented today was drafted in a broad consultative process involving representatives of ministries, all relevant state bodies and the National Assembly. During the drafting process, consultations were held with independent bodies and civil society organizations on how to include them in the process of preparing the report for the 3rd cycle of the Universal Periodic Review.

Prior to its adoption by the Government, the Draft Report was published and made available for comments by experts and general public. The report was also presented at a public hearing of the Government’s Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of the United Nations Human Rights Mechanisms.  
I would like to mention in particular that the UN Office in Serbia and the OSCE Mission to Serbia provided significant support to drafting the Report for the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review.
Mr. President, 

The report before you does not contain detailed information on the implementation of the recommendations made in the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review concerning the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija. I would particularly like to point out the fact that the Republic of Serbia does not have the capacity to monitor the implementation of international human rights treaties in this part of its territory, since the administration of the Province has been entrusted to the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), in accordance with Resolution 1244 (1999) of the United Nation Security Council. 
In this regard, I would like to suggest that UNMIK submits additional information on the implementation of human rights international treaties and the recommendations of the Human Rights Council in the territory of Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija. I strongly believe that it is of great importance for the Human Rights Council to gain an insight into the situation of the respect of human rights in our Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, where members of non-Albanian communities are faced with various problems and challenges in exercising human and minority rights. 

In this context, the Government of the Republic of Serbia stands ready to submit all available information it has and thus contributes to the completion of the report of the Republic of Serbia and the review of the state of human rights in this part of our territory.
In addition, I would like to let you know that since 2013, the Republic of Serbia has requested eight UN treaty bodies to ask UNMIK to report on the implementation of standards under the relevant conventions applicable in the territory of AP Kosovo and Metohija.
 Distinguished delegates,
In order to fulfil the recommendations from the Second Cycle of the Universal Periodic Review and to ensure effective monitoring of their implementation, the Government of the Republic of Serbia in 2014 established the Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of the UN Human Rights Mechanisms. The main goal of this body is to facilitate more effective monitoring of received recommendations, and to improve inter-sectoral cooperation with regard to their implementation. This Council constitutes another solid basis for further strengthening the cooperation with UN mechanisms.  
The work of the Council is based on two key principles: inclusiveness and transparency. Inclusiveness means that in addition to executive authorities, the work of the Council also involves representatives of the Parliament, independent bodies, civil society organizations and other relevant stakeholders. Transparency implies openness and honesty in the work of the Council, as well as in the entire process. 
The Council developed a Plan for the Implementation of all Recommendations of UN Human Rights Mechanisms issued to the Republic of Serbia. This plan envisages the status, goal and the timescale for implementing recommendations, as well as the competent authorities in charge of the implementation of each individual recommendation. For the purpose of more effective monitoring of the fulfilment of recommendations, the Council works on developing indicators. Indicators are developed in cooperation with civil society, independent state bodies and the Parliament, with the support of the UN Office in Serbia and the OSCE Mission to Serbia. 
Our plan for 2018 is to link the implementation of each recommendation of the UN mechanisms to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals included in the 2030 Agenda.

The established mechanism of monitoring the recommendations has significantly helped in the preparation of the report for the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review.
Ladies and gentlemen,
The Republic of Serbia has established the strategic, legislative and institutional framework for the protection of human and minority rights. In the field of human rights protection, the Republic of Serbia has paid attention to strengthening the capacities of the state, at all levels of government. In addition to the existing ones, new mechanisms have been established to monitor the implementation of adopted policies and laws at all levels, from the central to the local.
An adequate legal framework and resources have been provided for the operation of independent state bodies. In May 2015, the National Assembly appointed a new Commissioner for Protection of Equality. The Commissioner’s office moved to larger and more adequate premises in 2016. In July 2017, a new Protector of Citizens (Ombudsman) was appointed, and the Action Plan for Chapter 23 encompasses measures for strengthening the capacities of the Ombudsman’s Office. 
The Government Office for Cooperation with Civil Society has created and established clear standards and procedures for involving civil society in all levels of decision-making.

Great attention has been paid to training in the field of human rights. Training courses in the field of human rights are organized continuously and at all levels, with keeping records on them. 
Mr. President, 
I would like to point out the National Judicial Reform Strategy for the period 2013-2018 was adopted with the accompanying Action Plan. This document lays down priorities, goals and guidelines of reform measures in the field of judiciary. The reform goals are additionally operationalized through the Action Plan for Chapter 23.
The need to amend the Constitution has been identified in the part related to the influence of the legislative and executive authorities on the process of election and dismissal of judges, presidents of courts, public prosecutors, as well as election members of the High Judicial Council and the State Prosecutorial Council. The need to specify the role and position of the Judicial Academy as a mechanism for entering the judiciary has been also identified.

In the field of fight against corruption, the Republic of Serbia has ratified all the most important international instruments. The National Anti-Corruption Strategy for the period 2013-2018 identified areas that are considered particularly risky for the occurrence of corruption.

The Action Plan for Chapter 23, under the chapter "Fight against Corruption", contains a series of actions divided into three parts: implementation of anti-corruption measures, prevention of corruption and repression of corruption. These activities aim to implement the recommendations of the European Commission from the Screening Report, i.e. what Serbia should do to improve the legal and institutional framework governing the fight against corruption. This would ensure the full implementation of all established mechanisms in practice. 
I would like to inform the Human Rights Council that the National Assembly elected a new War Crimes Prosecutor on May 15 2017, allowing full-capacity work for the War Crimes Prosecutor’s Office. In February 2016, the Government of the Republic of Serbia adopted the National Strategy for the Prosecution of War Crimes by 2020. The working text of the Prosecutorial strategy for investigating and prosecuting war crimes in Serbia by 2026 was prepared. Regarding the victims' right to compensation, it is planned to draft a National Strategy with the aim of improving the rights of victims of crime.

The Republic of Serbia continues to cooperate with the Residual Mechanism as the legal successor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

As part of the gradual harmonization of the Criminal Code with international standards during the EU accession process, it is planned to amend the definition of torture. Through continuous training for police officers, officers of the Institution for enforcement of criminal sanctions and judges for enforcement, a higher level of expertise and awareness of the necessity of establishing zero tolerance for torture is achieved.

I want to emphasize that measures based on the recommendations of the UN Committee against Torture and the Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment of the Council of Europe are being actively implemented.

Regarding persons deprived of their liberty, I particularly point out that in May 2014, a new Law on the Enforcement of Criminal Sanctions and the Law on the Enforcement of Extra-institutional Sanctions and Measures were adopted. Activities on improving conditions in prisons, implementing individualized treatment programs, better health care and overall protection of the rights of persons deprived of liberty are undertaken. The Penal Sanctions Enforcement System Development Strategy by 2020 and the accompanying Action Plan propose the activities in detail to further improve the situation in this field.
Distinguished delegates,
I would also like to inform you that our country has responsibly tackled the issues of the migrant/refugee crisis and has demonstrated its commitment to international and European values and standards. According to estimates, more than 900,000 migrants and refugees from war-torn areas have passed through Serbia without major incidents. Faced with this situation, Serbian citizens have demonstrated a high level of understanding, tolerance and solidarity, as well as willingness to help people in distress. The Serbian Government deserves much credit for its part in such treatment of migrants. In 2015, the Serbian Government established a task force for solving problems of mixed migration flows.
I take this opportunity to inform you that over the past seven years the Migration Profile of the Republic of Serbia has been developed as a tool for monitoring migration flows and trends. The Commissariat for Refugees and Migration keeps databases of refugees and internally displaced persons, as well as records of asylum seekers/migrants placed at the permanent asylum centres and reception centres.
All migrants and refugees are provided with appropriate accommodation, with all standards ensured. Thus, each of the permanent asylum centres has a children’s corner and separate dwelling areas for men and women. Since the closure of the migrant route in 2016, there remain more than 40% of minors in reception centres. At the moment, 18 centres with a total capacity of 6,000 people are in operation.
The staff at the centres undergoes continuous training in cooperation with relevant international and civil society organisations. The police officers who come in direct contact with migrants, have also undergone the necessary trainings on human rights, including in particular training on how to treat underage migrants and unaccompanied underage migrants.

An instruction on the action of social work centres and social security institutions has been issued in order to regulate emergency accommodation and guardianship of unaccompanied underage migrants and refugees, as well as adequate health care and psychosocial support. In addition to the institutions designated for the placement of unaccompanied minors, they can also be placed into foster care. 

Underage persons are given the opportunity to take part in the formal education system. From the beginning of the 2017/18 school year, 586 children from the reception centres and asylum centres are enrolled in 45 primary schools in 13 municipalities. Also, 8 secondary schools are providing regular education to 56 students.
In relation to migrants, refugees and internally displaced persons, I especially want to emphasize the importance of adopting the Law on Employment of Foreigners in 2014. A foreigner who is employed according to this law shall have equal rights and obligations in terms of work, employment and self-employment as a national citizen, if the conditions prescribed by law are met. In the course of 2016 and 2017, the National Employment Service issued about 15,000 work permits to foreigners.
Our country has filed more than 2,000 criminal complaints against persons involving in human smuggling and trafficking, which is indicative, inter alia, of its commitment to systemically address the issue of protection of persons in transit through its territory.
Mr. President,

I would like to bring to your attention that, as part of harmonisation of the national legislation with the EU legal instruments governing asylum, the Serbian Government adopted the Bill on Asylum and Temporary Protection, which has been forwarded to the National Assembly. 

The Asylum Office was established on 14 January 2015 within the Border Police Directorate and is in charge of conducting first-instance asylum procedure. An Asylum Commission appointed by the Government is the second instance authority. A judicial remedy is available against decisions of the Commission through administrative dispute before the Administrative Court.
Distinguished delegates,

The Republic of Serbia is the only country in Europe which in the 21st century is facing the problem of protracted internal displacement. There are 203,140 internally displaced persons in Serbia at this time and around 17,000 so-called internal-internally displaced persons in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija.  

Even after 18 years, sustainable conditions for the return of IDPs to the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, representing the responsibility of the international presence in Kosovo and Metohija have not been secured. This is also evident from the fact that, according to the UNHCR figures, fewer than five per cent of these persons have returned to Kosovo and Metohija since 1999. The main obstacles to sustainable return include: lack of physical and legal safety for the members of the relevant communities; lack of any response or an inadequate institutional response to crimes against the lives and property of Serbs; double standards in the application of the rights protection and enforcement mechanisms, including the right to free enjoyment of property and employment rights; hampered access to public services and limited opportunities for provision of public services in their mother tongue, etc.
In the context of a permanent solution for all IDPs from the AP of Kosovo and Metohija, it is necessary to accord them equal choice between local integration and sustainable return. To date, this choice has been accorded only formally, with the IDPs being de facto forced into local integration as the only available option due to the numerous and complex administrative, legal and other obstacles standing in the way of their return.

In order to address this issue, the Republic of Serbia adopted the National Strategy for Resolving the Issues of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons for the period 2015-2020. Central and local-level mechanisms have been developed to implement all types of support programmes designed for internally displaced persons. Owing to the local action planning system, local self-government units have been actively involved in addressing this issue, with funding for the programmes allocated from Serbia’s national budget and donor funds. 

The Republic of Serbia is implementing the Regional Housing Programme to address the issue of refugees from former SFRY. This regional process has received significant support from the international community. This is a joint multiannual programme of four countries - Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia, Montenegro and the Republic of Serbia. The program aims to provide permanent housing for 16,780 families, with 45,000 individuals in Serbia. 

Ladies and gentlemen,
The Republic of Serbia is a multinational and multicultural state where, in addition to the majority Serbian population, members of a large number of national minorities also reside. One of our main endeavours is to encourage tolerance and intercultural dialogue, and to take action in promoting mutual respect, understanding and cooperation among all people living in the Republic of Serbia, regardless of their national, cultural, linguistic or religious identity. 

The Constitution of the Republic of Serbia stipulates that people belonging to national minorities may elect national councils to be able to exercise the right to self-government in the field of education, culture, information and official use of language and script. National minority councils are bodies that represent national minorities as collective entities and have an advisory role in state authorities in the fields of interest for the exercise of their rights.
During the electoral cycles in 2010 and 2014, members of the National councils of national minorities were elected in direct elections, making Serbia one of few countries providing national minorities the option to elect their representatives. Direct elections for National councils utilise the same model used in parliamentary elections. 

There are 21 National councils of national minorities active in Serbia and over 300 million dinars is annually provided for their work, which is around 2.5 million euros, from the budget of the Republic of Serbia and the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina.

People belonging to national minorities are accorded the possibility to receive education in 14 languages at all three educational levels. Over 87,000 students receive education in their national minority language during the current school year, while around 16,000 students attend classes of “Mother tongue with elements of national culture” as an elective course.

Eleven languages of national minorities are in official use in 42 local self-government units. More than 18,000 hours of radio and TV programmes are broadcast each month in 16 languages of national minorities, and more than 100 print media are published.

By adopting the Action Plan for Exercising the Rights of National Minorities, at the beginning of 2016, we established a mechanism for the full implementation of the legislative framework, as well as mechanisms to measure the progress regarding the exercise of rights of national minorities living in the Republic of Serbia.   
The Action Plan was developed and has been monitored through a broad inclusive process. National minorities have been provided with an opportunity for the highest level of participation, through their representatives, in drafting and monitoring of this document. I would also like to emphasise that this document is part of the Action Plan for Chapter 23.

Distinguished delegates,

The adoption of the Strategy for Social Inclusion of Roma Men and Women for the period 2016-2025 provided for the continuity of activities on the provision of better quality of life to the citizens of Roma nationality.
Through the implementation of the Decade of Roma Inclusion by 2015, Serbia achieved significant results that can be used as an example of good practice for other countries.
The issue of personal documents for more than 25,000 persons of Roma nationality has been solved. This progress enabled the amendments to the Law on Non-Contentious Procedure and the implementation of the Agreement between the Protector of Citizens and relevant ministries, with the support of the United National High Commissioner for Refugees.
The Law on Registration Books regulates the procedure of renewal of destroyed or missing registration books for the AP Kosovo and Metohija, according to which a total of 2,919 registrations were made in 2015 of earlier legally invisible people of Roma nationality.

A total of 175 certified pedagogical assistants work in schools, with 35 of them providing support to children in preschools. 

The application of affirmative action since 2003 has resulted in a total of 1,623 students enrolled into universities and colleges and 6,104 students enrolled in secondary schools. A system for monitoring regular attendance and achievements was also established. Students, who enrolled through the application of affirmative action, were awarded with scholarships and a mentoring system. In the past two years, 1,346 scholarships were awarded to Roma students in secondary schools.

In the field of Roma health care, the work of 75 health mediators resulted in a major shift. Their work is one of the most successful public policy measures implemented during the previous period. Due to the involvement of health mediators, more than 30,000 Roma children have been vaccinated since 2009, with their mortality rate reduced by 50% compared to 2006.

Roma people are recognised as a harder-to-employ social group, and therefore active employment policy measures apply to them, along with self-employment incentive programs, employment with subsidies to private sector employers, etc. 

In the field of housing, records of the number and locations of informal Roma settlements in Serbia have been established for the first time, thus allowing for planned allocation of funds to address these issues. 583 informal Roma settlements have been identified and the first zoning plans have been made for those settlements. 

Mr. President,
The Republic of Serbia has a developed and well-founded legal framework that lays down the principle of equal opportunities and availability of jobs for both genders. Campaigns and projects aiming to promote gender equality and overcome gender stereotypes and prejudices are continuously supported.

The Government adopted the National Strategy for Gender Equality by 2020 with the accompanying Action Plan. In May 2017, the National Action Plan for the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 was adopted. In 2014, the Government formed the Gender Equality Coordination Body.

After the parliamentary elections in 2016, a woman was elected president of the National Assembly, and 34.54% of MPs are women. A similar percentage is in local government assemblies. I want to point out that the last year Serbia for the first time in its history got the first woman to the president of the Government.
Distinguished delegates,
The Republic of Serbia is taking serious efforts in combating domestic violence. The Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) was ratified in October 2013. In order to align with the Istanbul Convention, the Law on Amendments to the Criminal Code and the Law on the Prevention of Domestic Violence, which came into force on 1 June 2017, were adopted in November 2016.

The period from the adoption to the entry into force of the laws was used to train professionals dealing with prevention and protection against domestic violence. Data show that in the first six months of the implementation of the Law on the Prevention of Domestic Violence, emergency measures were pronounced in around 7,500 cases, more than 4,000 individual victim protection plans were made, and more than 20,000 reports of domestic violence were considered. The Government established the Council for the Suppression of Domestic Violence in order to monitor the implementation of the Law on the Prevention of Domestic Violence, as well as to timely eliminate dilemmas and shortcomings arising in practice. The Council should contribute to improving the coordinated work of the relevant institutions in the fight against domestic violence, which was, in the previous period, the biggest problem and the lack of a system when dealing with cases of domestic violence.
I want also like to emphasize that we started working on amendments to the regulations that will explicitly prohibit the corporal punishment of children. The valid Family Law stipulates that parents should not subject the child to degrading acts and punishments that offend the human dignity of the child and are obliged to protect the child from such actions by other persons, and the envisaged amendments to the law will further improve and specify the existing legal solutions.
Mr. President,

In relation to people with disabilities, I particularly emphasize the fact that the set of anti-discrimination laws was supplemented in March 2015, by adopting the Law on the Use of Sign Language and the Law on the Movement of Blind People with the Assistance of Guide Dogs.
The phenomenon of aging has been introduced into development plans thanks to the adoption of the National Strategy on Aging. Strategic goals in this field are in line with EU goals by 2022. In the previous period, the number of various services in the local community for the elderly has increased. Allowances and exemptions from certain costs have been introduced for elderly citizens and practiced in most municipalities and cities, especially in Belgrade.

After 2014, pride parades and manifestation have been held to promote the rights of LGBTI people without major incidents, with a gradual decrease in police presence.
Distinguished Chairperson,

Strong efforts continued in the fight against human trafficking and protection of victims of trafficking in human beings. The National Strategy for Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking in Humans, in particular Women and Children, and the Protection of Victims for the period 2017-2022 was adopted, with the accompanying Action Plan for its implementation. A Government Special Working Group was established and tasked to implement and monitor this strategic document.

At the end of 2015, the Info Service for Victims of Trafficking in Humans and Witnesses was established in the 4 higher public prosecutors' offices. In the area of ​​fight against trafficking in humans, the capacity of the Criminal Police Directorate is continuously being increased through the specialization program for inspectors who deal with these cases.

In the social protection system, a Centre for Trafficking Victims Protection was established, which, with the aim of ensuring the best interests and safety of victims of human trafficking, cooperates with social work centres, police, public prosecutors' offices, courts and citizen associations.
Mr. President,

The Republic of Serbia has created a regulatory framework that allows the media to act independently and without interruption. The Constitution and all laws in Serbia guarantee full freedom of the media and prohibit censorship. The media laws that Serbia adopted in 2014 are fully compliant with international and European standards, precisely with the goal of further democratization of our society.
Dissemination of ideas, information or opinions which incite discrimination, hatred or violence against persons or groups of persons on the grounds of their affiliation or non-affiliation with a race, religion, nation or ethnicity or because of their sexual orientation, regardless whether such dissemination qualifies as a criminal offence or not, has been prohibited in the set of media laws from 2014.

Please allow me to particularly point out that the amendments to the Criminal Code have made Serbia one of few European countries and the only Western Balkans country which impose a prison sentence of between six months and five years on anyone who threatens the security of persons who perform duties of public interest in the field of provision of information. Thus, journalists are accorded the same formal protection under the criminal law as the President of the Republic, the Prime Minister, the members of the government, judges of the Constitutional Court, judges, public prosecutors, deputy public prosecutors, lawyers, and police officers.  

The Republic Public Prosecutor and the Minister of Interior signed a Cooperation Agreement in April 2016, supported by representative journalists’ associations, setting forth the possibility of forming a specialised state body that would be in charge of protecting journalists.

Distinguished delegates,

Under the Law on Amendments to the Criminal Code of 2012, when deliberating a sentence for hate crime, special consideration is given to whether the committed act of hatred was based on race or religion, national or ethnic affiliation, sex, sexual orientation or gender identity of another person as the only mandatory aggravating circumstance. 

The aim of this provision is to enable more stringent sentencing and thus afford increased criminal law protection to specific social groups whose members are victims of various hate crimes which are committed against them because of their affiliation with those groups
In December 2015, the Republic Public Prosecutor issued the General Mandatory Instruction on the Keeping of Special Records of Specific Criminal Offences, including hate crimes.
Mr. President,

In conclusion, I would like to underscore that the Republic of Serbia, aware of the existing challenges, remains committed to  further progress in the process of democratization, fulfilment of international obligations and the achievement of the highest standards, especially in the domain of human rights. We remain committed to further strengthening full cooperation with relevant international institutions. In this respect, we see today's dialogue in the Universal Periodic Review as part of that process.
Thank you.
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