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Mr President 
1. Regarding the heinous transnational crime of human trafficking, we would like to elaborate further on progress made by Government to prevent, suppress and punish trafficking in persons (TIP), especially in the absence of a National Action Plan that the Honourable Minister stated will be launched and fully implemented in April of this year.

2. We have been alive to the internationally recognised position of ensuring the development and execution of victim-centric strategies that lead to the adoption of prosecution-led investigations as well as the emphasis on speedy dispensation of justice for victims.  This approach prevents any possibility for re-victimisation of human trafficking victims.  In this respect, we found it pertinent to ensure that the judiciary in Botswana is fully cognisant the myriad of issues that may arise in the adjudication of human trafficking matters.  In conjuction with key partners, we therefore arranged two colloquia which were attended by seventeen (17) honourable Judges and forty (47) magistrates.

3. It would be remiss of me if I were not to mention one key resolution out of the thirteen (13) generated which recommended for the Honourable Chief Justice to consider issuing a statutory notice conferring trial adjudication on certain grades of Magistrates to try offences under the Act.  A third and final colloquium for the remaining Judges and Magistrates is scheduled to take place in the second quarter of 2018.

Mr President
4. It is also worth noting that Government has already reached out to well over fifteen thousand (15 000) students who were in their final year of secondary school, and these were students residing in areas across the country considered to be potential human trafficking hotspots.  Sensitised students were also provided with feedback forms as such information will prove critical in bolstering preventative measures already outlined in the Anti-Human Trafficking National Action Plan.
5. Government has also undertaken an aggressive public information campaign to sensitise the general public.  Since enactment of the aAct, we have sensitised political leaders across the political divide and at all 16 District Councils across the country.  We have also engaged religious organsiations, the youth, through various platforms; village district committees and traditionally leaders through their annual consultative forum (Ntlo Ya Dikgosi).  
6. Government has also been active at various and key platforms such as at the 2nd Annual Stakeholder forum organised by the NGO Council of Botswana.  This is in recognition of the important role that civil society plays in the protection of victims of human trafficking and information dissemination.  Government has already facilitated two (2) trainings to civil society organisations on issues of human training to this effect. 
7. I thank you.  
8.  and in accordance with the 2002 Bangalore Principles of Judicial conduct to which Botswana is a party to, we held two colloquia for honourable judges and magistrates in Kasane   This victim-centric strategy has led to the adoption of prosecution-led investigations in suspected cases of human trafficking, as well as emphasis on speedy dispensation of justice for victims.
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