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                                                  STATEMENT
BY 
Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the Office of the United Nations and other International Organisations at Geneva
during
the 43rd Session of the Universal Periodic Review and fourth review cycle of Barbados
United Nations, Geneva

5th May 2023

Please check against delivery
Mr. President,
Jamaica joins others in commending delegation of Barbados on the presentation of its national report, and constructive engagement during today’s UPR process. 

We commend the delegation on its achievements and note positively developments that occurred since the last review exercise including the country’s transition to a Parliamentary Republic in 2021. We applaud the active engagement with various stakeholders by Social Justice Committee as part of the Government’s initiatives to ensure broad representation of views and inclusivity in policy and decision-making processes. Jamaica also welcomes action by Barbados to strengthen the legislative framework to support the protection of the rights of the child, including the right to education.
Bearing this in mind, Jamaica recommends that Barbados:

I. Continues to advance its work on the Child Justice Bill, which aims to address issues related to children before the criminal justice system;

II. Continues its efforts to support teenage mothers in their pursuit of an education, including through the elaboration of a policy on this matter; and,

III. Ensures that adequate resources and support are provided to facilitate their reintegration into the school environment post-delivery/birth. 
Taking into consideration the human resource challenges highlighted by the delegation in fully meeting its reporting obligations under the various Human Rights Conventions, we encourage Barbados to broaden its exchange with external partners and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the issue of technical assistance to support is efforts in this regard.
We wish the delegation of Barbados every success for this UPR process.
I thank you.
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