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Universal Periodic Review – Serbia
Wednesday 10th May 2023
Thank you, Mr President. 

The UK welcomes the adoption of a new law on Gender Equality, as well amendments to the Anti-Discrimination law.
We have significant concerns over the protection of freedom of expression. We urge Serbia address political pressure and harassment of journalists and activists, including through the use of SLAPP lawsuits. 
We note too the lack of transparency over revenue sources, and increasingly limited pluralism in the media.. 
We also note slow progress in securing accountability for the murders of journalists. 
We recommend:

1. Ensure that all threats, intimidation and attacks against journalists and human rights defenders are investigated and brought to a timely conclusion.  
2. Co-operate fully with the IRMCT and commit to prosecute suspected criminals, act to stem denial and relativisation of genocide and war crimes and end complacency towards graffiti celebrating convicted war criminals. 
3. Strengthen the existing normative framework on gender equality, by securing reliable and disaggregated data on violence against women and girls in Serbia, including femicides.  
Thank you.
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