STATEMENT BY BOTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF SWITZERLAND AT THE 42ND SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 
(27th January 2023, Geneva)
Mr. President, 
We commend Switzerland for her long-standing commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy, and participatory governance. 
We note with appreciation the progress which Switzerland continues to make with respect to the realization of human rights, in particular the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution, and the provision of free education to all children, among others.
We however note that some segments of the population continue to experience poverty, and that there are practical impediments to access to education by children of refugees, asylum seekers and children with disability. 
Botswana therefore recommends that Switzerland:

1. Takes measures to ensure adequate funding for the National Programme for the Prevention and Eradication of Poverty; and,
2. Strengthens measures to ensure access to quality education by all children.
We wish the Swiss Confederation a successful review.

I thank you Mr. President.

